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Current Activities
The most recent activity of the task group was the delivery of “Principles of the GEO BON Architecture”, a companion
document to the Detailed Implementation Plan.

Focal Activities and Milestones

The following activities/milestones have been identified by WGS as key requirements in implementing the GEO BON
informatics network.

# Activities/Milestones Time Frame

1 Establish a working group and coordinating unit for technical implementation Q3-Q4 2010

2 Review of existing data provider networks; establish partnerships commence Q3 2010 - ongoing

3 Review of data processing needs of other Working Groups Q3-Q4 2010

4 Design the information architecture of GEO BON Q4 2010, Q1-Q2 2011
5 Public review of the proposed architecture, symposium Ql1-Q32011

6 Call for contributions to implement architecture Q3 2011

7 Build the components such as portal, registry, ontologies Q4 2011, 2012, 2013

8 Helpdesk and registration of components and networks Q2 2011 - ongoing

9 Training and capacity building events Q2 2011 - ongoing


http://www.earthobservations.org/documents/cop/bi_geobon/geobon_information_architecture_principles.pdf

Barriers to Progress
We highlight two key, fundamental issues:

1.

To commence implementation, a technical coordination and support unit needs to be established in Q3-Q4
2010 as one of the first activities of GEO BON. As indicated in the detailed implementation plan document, we
feel it will be hard to establish any permanent informatics network or similar functions for GEO BON without
such support. One way forward is for a group of interested participants to apply for funding (to whom?) and
in-kind contributions to establish this unit or team. It should be a joint activity with all Working Groups.

The other thematic working groups must identify clear products/deliverables so that WGS8 can develop the
informatics framework that will support delivery of such products. The questionnaire circulated after the
Asilomar meeting can be used to begin the process of gathering requirements.

Other Barriers
Other major barriers identified by WG 8 that could hinder progress of GEO BON are listed in the following table.

#

Barrier Possible Solution

Lack of key data in a usable format, in particular, Thematic groups agree on data requirements for

monitoring data particular products; WG8 then advise on formats/
standards

Integration of data is still technically very hard to do Promote collaboration around development of
standards

Data sharing does not yet bring scientific recognition Promote “data papers” and associated citation

directly, constraining data availability mechanism

Lack of funding Position GEO BON in funding calls

Key Partnerships

1.

All other GEO BON work groups: WGS is a cross-cutting group that can assist the other thematic groups realise
their plans through provision of the underlying informatics framework.

The GEOSS Architecture and Data Committee (ADC): The ADC has developed the GEOSS Common
Infrastructure which can guide development of GEO BON.
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